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WORKSHOP ON BUDGET PROCESSES AND ANALYSISFOR HONORABLE
MEMBERS OF SINDH ASSEMBLY

The Finance Department, Government of Sindh with the technical assisfédf@e®pean Union
organi zed a workshop on fABudget Processes and
26" April, 2016 from 05.30 PM t®:30 PM at Pearl Continental Hotel, Karachi. The event was

held under the chairmanship of Finance Minister Mr. Murad Ali Shah. The workshop was also
attended by Mr. Sikandar Ali Mandhro, Minister for Environment, Coastal Development
Authority, Mrs. Shehld&Raza, Deputy Speaker of Sindh Assembly, and thirty seven other MPAs.

The event started with opening remarks of Finance Minister.

The objective of the workshop was to help participants to understand the Budget Process and be
equipped to understand and amzal the budget.

The workshop covered the following topics spread over five Sessions.
Basic concepts related to the budget
The budget cycle

Budget preparation process
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1 The role of parliamentarians in budget formulation
1 Names and purpose of different buddetuments

1 Relationship between different budget documents
1 Various components of receipts and expenditure

Basic analysis of key budget figures

The sessions were interactive and participants were allowed to ask questions. The Finance

Minister personallyanswered most questions pertaining to Sindh Budget.



Key issues discussed and points raised by the Members of Sindh Assembly during training session
are:

Lack of details in budget books

Budget books are too technical to understand

Performance of Sind@Bovernment in revenue generation

Incomplete schemes and mechanism of release of funds

NFC Award and its impact

Criteria for project selection
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Taxation measures and motor vehicle tax, performance in sales tax on services.

Some of the specific questiorigat were raised are:

1. The NFC award, its formula, and what Conclusive/Inconclusive award means (reasons for
inconclusive)

2. Impact of Federal revenue projections on provincial budget (how ambitious projections of
FBR affect budget at provincial level)

3. Budget estimates and budget deficits

4. Some MPAs said the size of font in budget books is too small

5. Some MPAs wanted to see unit costs in the development schemes (it was explained that PC1
contained the details)

6. Why are only two days given MPAs to prepare for budget debate?

Lesson learnt: The event started at 5.30 PM, that is an hour and half after the end of Assembly
session. We should try to walk the MPAs through one/two budget book, say ABS/budget at a
glance, instead of trying to exphaihe budget process, the terminologies, the budget figures, how

to analyse etc.

The event ended with closing remarks by Dr. Sikandar Ali Mandhro, Minister for Environment,

Coastal Development Authority. The Event was also covered by Sama TV and Cdpital T
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